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DISCOURSE I. 


HAGGAI ii. 9. 


The glory of this latter houſe ſhall be greater 
1 of the former, ſaith the Lord of bojts, 
and in this place will I give peace. 


HOUGH, as Proteſtant Diſſenters, we 
diſavow the ceremony of conſecrating 
| churches, not finding any traces of it in 
the New Teſtament, nor being” able to conceive 
that any ſuch rite can make one place more holy 
than another; we think it no way inconſiſtent 
with ourſelves to erect houſes for divine worſhip, 
to appropriate them to that uſe alone, or, when 
wie firſt aſſemble in them, to take ſome ſpecial 
notice of ſuch an occaſion. Many thoughts will 
naturally occur, both in prayer and preaching, - 
which may contribute towards anſwering thoſe im- 
portant ends which we ſhould always propoſe in 
attending divine inſtitutions, the glory of God, 
and our own religious improvement. — To ſuch 
thoughts we ſhall eaſily be led in attending to the 
words now read as the ſubject of this diſcourſe : 
in which is contained a comparative view of the 
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two temples erected under the Jewiſh diſpenſation, 


and a ſuperior glory is promiſed to the latter. 
Not, indeed, in its external appearance, the mag- 
nificence of its ſize or form, or its coſtly and beau- 
tiful ornaments ; in this reſpect the firſt temple, 
which king Solomon built, 1s allowed to have had 
greatly the preeminence. The Jews themſelves, 
who had ſeen both, were ſo apprehenſive of this, 
that amidſt all the joy which was diſcovered when 
the foundation of the ſecond houſe was laid, thoſe 
who remembered the firſt, could not refrain from 
weeping to think how much this was inferior. 
See Ezra iii. 12. But many of the prieſts and Le- 
vites, and chief of the fathers who were ancient men, 
that bad ſeen the firſt houſe, when the foundation of 
this was laid befcre their eyes, wept with a loud 
voice. To the jame purpoſe are the words ad- 
dreſſed to Zerubbabel in our context (ver. 3.) 
Who.is left among you that ſaw this houſe in her firſt 
glory? and how do you ſee it now? Is it not in 
your eyes in compariſon of it as nothing? That ſu- 
perior glory, therefore, which is here promiſed to 
the ſecond temple, you will naturally ſuppoſe con- 
ſiſted of ſome internal ornament, ſome ſpiritual 
beauty, of which the former was deſtitute. What 
that was, is plain from the verſes connected with 
the text; viz. the preſence of the Meſſiah, God's 
incarnate Son; here called the defire of all nations. 
From the mention of this circumſtance, you may 
readily imagine my Gelign, on the prefent occa- 
fon, is het to miſpend your ſacred time by com- 
paring this houſe in which we are now met with 
that which our fathers built, and pointing out its 
ſupcrior beauty and convenience; I rather intend 
what will be more profitable to you, as well as 
more pleaiant to mytelf, to treat of that internal 
glory to which the text refers, which is the nobleſt 
59 7 e . ornament 


ſigned why people in general (and t 
others) ſhould not be as agreeably aoftiodated 
in God's houſe as they are in their own. The 
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ornament to any worſhipping aſſembly, and with 
reſpect to which it is above all things defirable 
that the words may be applicable to this. 

I hope, however, I may be allowed to con- - 
gratulate you that, in a [iteral ſenſe, they may be 
: plied here; and that it will not be an abuſe of 

e text, or of this place, if I, 

1 7 IRS T, take occaſion to remark tlie propriety 
and importance of erecting decent and commo- 
dious places for God's worſhip. 

It is readily allowed that the Almighty dtvelleth 
not in temples made with hands, and that the moſt 
ſplendid edifice which mortal hands can raiſe, 
would not in i f be more pleaſing to him than 
the meaneſt : That he principally regards the cha- 


raters of his worſhippers, and the manner in 


which their ſervices are performed. But it would 
be unjuſt to infer from hence, that it is of no con- 
ſequence in what places we meet to worſhip God. 
There are other conſiderations to be attended to, 
beſides what is acceptable to the Moſt High, re- 
lating to the external parts of religion, which ma- 
ny pious perſons amongſt us, in their honeſt zeal 
againſt" popiſh ſuperſtitions, ſeem to have over- 
looked. Surely there can be no juſt reaſon aſ- 
hs rich among 


pleaſure, and therefore in ſome degree, the benefit 
of divine ordinances requires that they ſhould. 


And fo, I will add, does the reputation of religion 
in the world, which is too prone to judge of things 


according to their outward appearance, and to fix 


the idea of meanneſs or dignity to any particular 


o— . 


mode of worſhip, according as the place in which 


it is performed is mean or otherwiſe. — Let it be 
further obſerved, that the internal reſpect which 
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WH | the great God himſelf requires from his creatures, 
1 8 

| 


1 may. as properly be expreſſed by the places we 
| 1 | erect for his worſhip, as by other external ſigns. 
16 We are required to glorify God with our bodies as 
HW well as with our ſpirits, and to honour him with 
„ our ſubſtance too. But can we properly be ſaid to 
| | ö do either, when we are negligent with reſpect to 


the externals of his worſhip? It can hardly be 
ſuppoſed that thoſe perſons have much zeal for 
|  - the reputation of his ordinances, or the honour of 
his name, who dwell in ſumptuous houſes of their. 
own, but ſuffer his bouſe to lie waſte, or to become 
a by-word- and a reproach. David was of another 
mind, who expreſſed great concern that while he 
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| 148 . himſelf dwelt in an houſe of cedar, the ark of God 
4 ſhould diwell only in curtains; who declared, that 

I f the zeal of God's houſe had eaten him up; and re- 

1 fuſed to ſerve God with that which coſt him nothing. 


"Wk Tho' the Lord of heaven and earth condeſcends 
WR to honour with his preſence the meaneſt places of 
his humble poor, and kindly to accept their ſmalleſt 

offerings ; tho' he always prefers the ſpiritual ſa- 

crifices of the humble and contrite heart, to the 

a | molt coſtly preſents, or the richeſt decorations of 
| an edifice, he cannot excuſe the rich who think 
any thing good enough for what concerns reli- 
gion, and muſt be highly offended when the want 
of a reſpectable place for his worſhip proceeds 
from covetouſneſs or neglect, or an undue ſolici- 
tude to aggrandize themſelves. Tho? he attended 
to the prayers of Jeremy in the mire, Daniel in 
the lion's den, Jonah in the whale's belly; and 
accepted the ſervice of the Iſraelites when the ark 
was kept only in a tent; he was not averſe to 
| | having places appropriated to his ſervice, when 
there was opportunity for it, in which he might 
be worſhipped in the beauty of holineſs, and ever 
3 ] ſhewed 
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ſhewed himſelf pleaſed or diſpleaſed, according as 
the Iſraelites were zealous or negligent about 
what concerned the honour of his name and the 
credit of religion. (See Hag. 1. 4—10.) 

He has alſo promiſed to thoſe in general who 
honour him with their ſubſtance, that he will honour, 
bleſs, and proſper them. Prov. iii. 9, 10. 

To build and ſupport commodious houſes for 
the public worſhip of the Almighty is indeed one 
branch of natural religion, to which Chriſtianity 
is far from leſſening the obligation. It is mentioned 
to the honor of the Roman Centurion, and as an 
high recommendation of him to the notice of our 
Saviour, that, tho? an heathen, out of the love he 
had to the Jewiſh nation, at his own expence he 
had built them à ſynagogue. (Luke vii. 5.) Our 
Lord was fo far from denying this to be a com- 
mendable inſtance of his 22 and zeal, that 
he immediately went to his houſe, and not only 
healed his ſervant, but commended his faith. 

It muſt be acknowledged, that neither our 
Saviour, nor any of his Apoſtles, have given any 
directions concerning the building of places for 
Chriſtian aſſemblies, much leſs required that they 
ſhould be very coſtly and magnificent; on the 
contrary, it was deſigned that under the goſpel 
diſpenſation, the ſhew and pomp of the temple 
worſhip ſhould ceaſe ; and that a ſimplicity, ſuited 
to the humble character of the man Chriſt Jeſus, 
ſhould take place in all divine inſtitutions. More- 
over, it is well known, that the firſt Chriſtians 
met to worſhip in private houſes, or wherever they 
could, Bur ir does not thence follow, either that 
. there ſhould be no places appropriated to ſocial 
worſhip under the goſpel, when opportunity ſhould 
permit, or that they ſhould not be neat and conve- 
nient. Our Saviour himſelf often worſhipped and 
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$ The ſuperior Glory 
taught in the ſynagogues of Judea, and in the 
temple too. Nay, he diſcovered remarkable re- 
ſentment againſt what looked like a contempt of 
God's houſe, when he drove the buyers and ſellers: 
out of the temple ; and ſtrongly encouraged libe- 
rality for ſupporting the ſervice of it, when he ſo 
highly commended the. poor widow for caſting her 
two mites into the treaſury. It is alſo worthy of 
notice here, that though he. never ſought great 
things for himſelf, but always preferred good diſ- 
ſitions in the hearts of his hearers to any perſonal 
10nours paid to him, he was not utterly averſe to 
outward marks of reſpect; but vindicated and 
extolled that pious female friend of his, who, out 
of her ardent zeal to do him honour, poured a 
quantity of liquid perfume upon him which might 
have, been ſold for above five hundred pence, or (in 
our money) upwards of ten pounds. Inſtead of 
hinting that: ſhe was to be blamed for making this 
waſte, as one of his diſciples did, and ſaying it 
might have been ſold and given to the poor, he rephes 
to this officious deceitful friend, Let her alone, ſhe 
hath wrought a god work on me. Wherever this 
goſpel ſhall be preached throughout the world, this 
that ſhe hath done ſhall be ſpoken of for a memorial 
of her. (Mark xiv. 19.) I will only add, that 
with regard to the externals of divine worſhip, 
the apoſtle Paul gives this general exhortation to 
Chriſtians, Let all things be done decently and in 
order. (1 Cor. xiv. 40.) FI 
Should it be aſked, By what rule we are to 
judge of decency and order? and where is the juſt 
medium between extravagance and penury, pomp 
and meanneſs, in erecting houſes for public 
worſhip ?” I anſwer, the following ſeems to me 
a .juſt-and obvious one: That they ſhould bear a 
Proportion to the circumſtances of the a 
£33 . ar 
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of the Second Temple. 9 
and the houſes in which the generality of them 
dwell; ſo as not to equal the ſplendor of the moſt 
ſplendid, nor yet the meanneſs of the meaneſt. 
But, (in regard to this matter,) I apprehend, 
true generoſity, accompanied with chriſtian pru-. 
dence, - will not eaſily or greatly err. Permit me 
to ſpeak it to the honour of this congregation, 
that you have obſerved this happy medium in 
erecting this building. While in Ie iy acne of 
an liberality, this houſe exceeds the former in 

auty and convenience, prudence has been 

ſuffered to form the plan, ſo that it cannot be 
reflected upon as in any view unſuitable to the 
folemn uſe to which it 1s appropriated, or the cir- 
cumſtances of the people who attend in it. It is 
hoped that what has been ſaid, may ſerve to vin- 
dicate and recommend your conduct who have 
been the warmeſt in this undertaking, and ſatisfy 
ſuch, if ſuch there ſhould be, who think the 
whole expence unneceſſary. For theſe reaſons 
I have ſaid thus much, (which ſome may poſſibly 
think too much) on this leaſt intereſting, bur 
I hope not wholly uſeleſs, part of the ſubject. 
Let us now proceed to what is of far greater 
moment, viz. 

SECONDLY, to treat of that internal], ſpiritual 
lory, which rendered the ſecond temple ſo much 
uperior to the firſt, That the prophet in the text 

could not refer to any thing external is plain 
from what hath been already obſerved. It is true, 
a little before our Saviour's time, Herod, (in 
order to ingratiate himſelf with the Jews) was at 
great expence in “ beautifying this latter __ ; 

ut 

It is ſuppoſed by ſome eminent Chriſtian writers, that 

Herod entirely pulled down the old temple, and built a new 
one of much greater magnificence. If this were fact, it would 


be difficult to reconcile it with the common 6 
| this 


| 10 Dee ſupericr Glory 

1 but ſtill, it was far from exceeding the firſt; and 

i there is one very material circumſtance which 

"HF rendered it valtly inferior ; namely, the want of 
* that viſible glory, the Shechinab, which adorned 
the temple of Solomon, but never appeared in 
this. But a brief attention to our context will 
render it abundantly evident, that the ſuperior 

glory promiſed to the ſecond temple was, what 
we have already mentioned, The bodily. preſence of 
the Meffiah, our incarnate Saviour. 
The evident deſign of the chapter, is to en- 
courage the people in the work they had under- 


this prophecy to the Meſſiah, which goes on the ſuppoſition 
that he came while the ſecond temple ſtood. But the whole 
evidence of it reſts upon the teſtimony of Fo/ephus, whoſe 
report the Jews would naturally. wiſh to 1 20 who is 
not always quite conſiſtent with himſelf, and ever ſeems diſ- 
poſed to magnify what related to the honour of his own nation. 
His account of this matter inceed has greatly the appearance 
of fiction. Not to ſay how improbable it is that ſo inconfide- 
- Fable a prince as Herod ſhould be able to erett ſo magnificent 
and expenſive a ſtructure as this is ſaid to be, (employing 
10,000 ſkilful artficers, and 1000 prieſts to ſuperintend the 
work, as well as 1000 waggons to bring materials;) and 
that each ſtone in the building ſhould be marble, 25 cubits 
long, 8 deep and 12 broad; it is to the laſt degree incredible, 
if not impoſlible, *<* that, (as he aſſerts) the whole building, 
„ which was raiſed 20 feet higher than the temple of Zerub- 
« gabel, ſhould (though founded upon a rock) in a few years 
« {nk 20 feet into the earth, by reaſon of the foundation 
„ giving way,“ and yet remain entire; eſpecially when the 
holy of holies was but 20 feet in height at firſt. Theſe cir- 
cumſtances confirm me in the belief that Herod. did not 
rebuild, but ouly repair, enlarge, and beautify the ſecond 
temple. Poole (Syn. crit. in loc) mentions an ancient 
writer, Egefippus, who lived not much later than To/ephus, as 
eſtabliſhing this account. T emplum, inquit, Herodes ornavit, 
omnem illum circa templam loci ambitum circumvallabit muro, & c. 
Ex eo, igitur Joſephus eſt corrigendus,” Dr. Lowth affirms, 
that the ancient | 5a ſpeak of the temple from the time of 
Zerubbavel to its deſtruction under Fe/pafian as ane and the 
ſame. He particularly quotes Fejephus himſelt, as ſpeaking 
in the ſame manner, 


taken, 
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taken, of rebuilding the temple. The prophet, 
with this view, is ordered to ſpeak to Zerubbabel, 
who was at the head of this grand affair, and 
acquaint him with what an honour the Lord in- 
tended to crown their labours; telling him in 
general, that tho* the building which they had 
begun ſhould be inferior to the former in one 
view, it ſhould be ſuperior in another and more 
important one. After which, he deſcribes the 
circumſtances that ſhould precede the Meſſiah's 
appearance, and then his character, and the 
bleſſings of his kingdom. With reſpect to the 
former he thus ſpeaks, (ver. 6.) For thus ſaith 
the Lord of hoſts, yet once it is a little while, (or 
rather according to the LXX. once more; ſignifying 
a final alteration) I will ſhake the heavens and the 
earth, and the ſea and the dry land; or, (as this 
Hebrew form of expreſſion is explained in the next 
words) Twill ſhake all nations; referring to the extra- 
ordinary commotions and grand revolutions which 
ſhould take place in the empires of this world, be- 
fore that of the Redeemer ſhould be eſtabliſhed. It 
deſerves notice here, that the apoſtle to tlie 
Hebrews (Ch. xii. 37.) argues the perpetuity of 
the Chriſtian diſpenſation which was taking place 
of the Moſaic, — this very paſſage, which (ac- 
cording to the Septuagint verſion) he expounds 
thus: And this word, yet once more, fignifieth the 
removing of thoſe things that are ſhaken, that thoſe 
things which cannot be ſhaken may remain. — The 
rophet then goes on plainly to ſpeak of the 
eſſiah himſelf, whom he characterizes as The 

: defire (or expectation) of all nations. A character 
which can be applied to no other than to our Lord 
" Jeſus Chriſt; to whom indeed, it is well known 
the ancient Jews always uſed to apply it, and to 
whom it moſt juſtly belongs. Him had all the 
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12 
nations of the earth the higheſt reaſon. to deſire; 
he being in every view qualified to deliver them 
from that moral darkneſs, ſlavery and guilt, in 
which they were involved, and to reſtore them to 
the original dignity and true felicity of their 


that to the Jewiſh nation, 
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natures. Such a perſon as this, the wiſeſt men 
among the heathen wiſhed to appear in the world, 
and indeed had ſome general notion would appear. 
wo celebrated hiſtorians, Suetonius and Tacitus, 
have ſaid very ſtrong and remarkable things on 
this head. And we have on fulleſt evidence, 
e was for ages, the 
object of the warmeſt hope and higheſt expecta- 
tion. He 1s called in Scripture, The hope, and the 
conſolation of Iſrael. His incarnation was the ful- 
filling of all the prophecies, and of the promiſes 
which had from time to time been delivered to 
their fathers; with reſpe& to which, thouſands 
had lived and died in faith. Of Abraham, we are 
told, that he ſaw the Saviour's day, and rejuiced 
at the ſight. And in this reſpect, Abraham's 


_ feed, thro' all the ſeveral ages of the Jewiſh 


church, were followers of . their great father's 


* The words of the former are theſe, An ancient and 

* conſtant opinion prevailed thro* the whole Eaſt, that the 
„ fates had decreed, that from Judea there ſhould come 
* forth thoſe who ſhould govern the world.” A tradition 
which is almoſt a verbal tranſlation of Mic. v. 2. The paſſage 
in Tacitus is this, Many had a perſuaſion that it was 
% contained in the ancient books of the Prieſts,” (moſt 

probably meaning the Old Teſtament prophecies) ** that at 
«« that very time the EZaft ſhould prevail, and that they, 

« ſhould come out of Judea who ſhould govern the world.“ 

The laſt expreſſion is the ſame with that of Suetonins. The 

former evidently refers to Zach. vi. 12. where the Meſſiah is 

thus deſcribed, The man whoſe name is MANY, a word which 
is rendered in our tranſlation the Branch, but alſo ſignifies the 


Eaſt. | 
4 See Abp. Tillotſon's Sermons, Vol. V. Serm. 50. 
- | | faith, 


of the Second Temple. 13 
faith. As the appointed time approached, the 
defires and hopes of theſe ancient believers were 
ſtrengthened. Good old Simeon is a remarkable 
inſtance, of whom it is ſaid, (Luke ii. 12.) 
That he was juſt and devout, waiting for the conſo- 
lation of Tfrael. Who, when he 1aw the holy 
child, Jeſus, in a ſacred ecſtacy, took him into his 
arms, and bleſſed God; faying, like one who was 
Fully fatisfied with life, and had ſeen all that was 
worth living for, Now Lord letteſt thou thy ſervant 
depart in peace according to thy word; for, my 
higheſt expectations are anſwered, as mine eyes 
have ſeen thy ſalvation. (Luke it. 28.) This 
ſalvation, this promiſed, this long expected 
Saviour, was the glory of the ſecond temple. 
In the very next words the prophet aſſerts as 
much; and I will fill this houſe with glory, ſaith 
the Lord of hoſts. It follows, (ver. 8.) The filver 
and the gold is mine, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. q. d. 
„ The Temple which Solomon built was more 
richly ornamented with filver and gold than this 
which you are now railing; but this is not becauſe 
1 have not the ſame command over the riches of 
the earth that I formerly had. All the filver and 
gold in the world is my property, and at my 
diſpoſal; and I could bring it in whatever quantities 
I pleaſed to beautify this ſtructure, and render it 
ſuperior to the firſt : but this is not my plea- 
ſure : notwithſtanding (as it immediately follows) 
The glory of this houſe ſhall be greater than of the 
former, ſaith the Lord of boſts:“ and, as a further 
explication of this promiſe, it is ſaid, in this place 
J will give Prack. By which term is meant 
either our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ; or the 

rand bleſſing conſequent upon his incarnation.— 
ber underſtand it of Chriſt himſelf; and not 
without reaſon, for he is not only called the Prince 


of 
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of Peace; and, prophelied of as ſpeaking peace ta 
the nationt, but the term Peace is (on this ac- 
count) applied to him as one of his diſtinguiſhin 
titles. The prophet Micab, (ch. v. 5.) ſays — 
him, This man ſball be TE peace ;. and the 
apoſtle Paul, He is our peace. (Eph. ii. 14.) But 
it will amaunt to much the ſame, if we ſuppoſe 
this clauſe of the prophecy refers to the great 
bleſſing of peace; for this, in the nobleſt and moſt 
extenſive ſenſe of the word, is the grand fruit of 
the Redeemer's miſſion. .. This was the delightful 
theme which employed the ſongs of angels when 
they attended the incarnate Saviour at his birth : 
Glory to. God in the bigheſt, on earth peace. Peace 
between man and man was one of the mighty 
bleſſings of that new empire which he came to 
eſtabliſh. But the greateſt of all was, Peace with 
God, Reconciliation and friendſhip.. with the 
offended Majeſty of Heaven. The term peace, 
indeed, as it is uſed both in the Old Teſtament 
and in the New, comprehends every kind of 
happineſs; and therefore, peace be with you, was 
a common form of ſalutation. Accordingly our 
Lord, when he was about to leave his diſciples, 
addreſſed them in theſe words: Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you. He adds, not as the 
world giveth, give JI unto you ; not as a mere 
empty compliment, but as the genuine dictate 
of my heart; and in the moſt extenſive ſenſe of 
the word, I not only wif, as the world does, but 
actually give peace to all my genuine diſciples: 
A peace far ſuperior to that which the world 
generally means by that common ſalutation: a 
peace which the world cannot give if it would, 
and which no one but myſelf is able to beſtow.” 
It is ſaid of our bleſſed Redeemer, (in every im- 
portant ſenſe in which the term can be Re 
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of the Second Temple. 1 5 
He came and preached peace to them that wwere afar 
, and to them that were nigh. Yea, that he made 
peace by the blood of his croſs. | 
From this brief view of the Meſſiah's charac- 
ter, and the great deſign of his miſſion, it is eaſy 
to diſcern with what propriety the ſecond temple, 
which. was honoured with his preſence, is ſaid to 
have a glory ſuperior to that of the firſt. - The 
firſt indeed had a glory, as Chriſt was evidently 
prefigured by the various rites preſcribed to thoſe 
that worſhipped in it; particularly by the ſacri- 
| fices that were there offered, which were typical 
of him who in the end of the world was to put 
away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf ; and the atone- 
ment which the high-prieſt made every year for 
the ſins of the people within the Holy of Holies, 
which repreſented the glorious undertaking of 
Jeſus, the High-prieſt of our profeſſion, who is paſſed 
into the holieſt of all with bis own blood, and ever 
appears in the preſence of God for us. We may 
ſay of this and that ceremony of Solomon's tem- 
ple, what the apoſtle does of the rock in the wil- 
derneſs, that it was Chriſt. But then it was Chriſt 
only in type or ſhadow; whereas it was reſerved 
as the peculiar glory of the ſecond temple to re- 
ceive Chriſt in perſon. Even that bright appear- 
ance over the mercy-ſeat, which was called 7h: 
Glory, that eminent ſymbol of the divine preſence, 
which was peculiar to the temple of Solomon, 
was but an emblem of him, in whom dwelt all the 
Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily ; of whom it was pro- 
pheſied that be ſbould come into the latter houſe as his 
temple. (Mal. iii. 2.) The literal accompliſhment of 
that prophecy is confirmed by various teſtimonies 
in the evangelical hiſtory; in which we are told, 
not only that he was brought, as other children 
were, 40. be preſented before the Lord, when gu 
| 0 
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old Simeon ſo joyfully embraced him as the long- 
expected Saviour; and that he was found at 
twelve years of age diſputing with the doctors in 
the temple; but alſo that he there preached in 
perſon the glorious doctrines of his everlaſting 
goſpel. We read (Luke xix. 47.) that be taught 
daily in the temple. And again. (chap. xx. 1.) that 
be taught the people in the temple, and preached the 
goſpel, the goſpel of peace. There with his own 
ſacred lips he fulfilled that grand commiſſion, 
which, in prophetic language, he is repreſented as 
thus deſcribing, (Ja. kei. I—3). The Spirit of 
the Lord God is upon me, becauſe the Lord: hath 
anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek, he. 
bath ſent me to bind up the broken-bearted, to pro- 
claim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the 
Priſon to them that are bound: jo proclaim the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance 
of our God : to comfort all that mourn : to give unto 
them that mourn in Zion beauty for aſhes, the oil of 
joy for mourning, the garment of praiſe for the ſpi- 
rit of heavineſs. This was the joyful ſound with 
which the ſecond temple was heard to ring:  #leſ- 
ſed were that people who heard and knew it. Glo- 
rious perſonage ! heavenly preacher ! who deh- 
vered ſuch precious ſoul-reviving doctrine as this! 
This was he of whom all the prophets ſpake, and 
who was greater than they all. How much more 
glorious did his preſence render this latter houſe, 
than ever that was which king Solomon built! 
for behold a greater than Solomon was here, This 
was the Prince of the kings of the earth ! yea, this 
was God manifeſt in the fleſh ! | 
Who would not have been a worſhipper in that 
houſe, when Jeſus graced it with his preſence, ra- 
ther than when in its firſt glory; there to have be- 
beld the glory of this only begotten of the F. _ 
5 who 
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who appeared ſo full of grace and truth? How 
gladly ſhould we have thrown wide open our 
temple doors to have received this heavenly vi- 
firant ! — But if we, my friends, are Chriſtians 
indeed; we have no cauſe to regret the want of 
his glorious preſence in our aſſemblies. We en- 
Joy it now. There is a ſenſe in which he honours 
his church as his temple with his preſence til], 
He promiſed he would do fo, when he was upon 
earth, yea that he would be with it always even 
unto the end of the world. He moreover conde- 
ſcended to declare, that whereſcever two or three 
ſhould meet together in his name, he would be there 
in the midſt of them. In whatever place the diſ- 
ciples of Jeſus aſſemble as believers in him, out 
of regard to his authority, and with a view to his 
honour ; to worſhip their common Father through 
him as the only Mediator to hear Chriſt preached, 
and his doctrine of peace proclaimed ; or to com- 
memorate his dying love in the ordinance of his 
ſupper; there we may conceive of him as being 
preſent ſtill; nor will any outward circumſtance 
in the place or people exclude him. If it be our 
happineſs thus to meet in the name of Jeſus Here, 
we are warranted to ſay, The Lord is with us of a 
truth, and this is none other than the houſe of God. 
On this conſideration the meaneſt of our churches 
may be affirmed to have a glory greater than the 
temple which Solomon built, for a greater than 
Solomon 1s here allo. 

Let us adore his greatneſs, and at the ſame time 
admire his condeſcending grace, ſaying with that 
wiſe king of Iſrael at the dedication of the temple, 
Will God in very deed dwell with men upon earth ? 
The heaven, even the heaven of heavens, cannot con- 
tain thee, how much leſs this houſe which I have 
built ! — At the ſame time that we ſhew a 4 : 
B oli- 
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ſolicitude to maintain a proper decency in every 
thing that relates to God's worſhip, let us guard 
againſt whatever Jooks like a vain complacency in 
any thing external, and eſpecially againſt all af- 
fectation of pomp. and ſhew ; remembering how 
unſuitable this is to that ſpiricual diſpenſation un- 
der which we have the happineſs to bop Senſible 
how much ſuperior a glory the preſence of Chriſt 
gives to our churches, than all the filver and gold 
in the univerſe could give, let us be deſirous that 
this houſe may be filled with this excellent glory : 
that Jeſus, the dere of all nations, may take u 

his laſting abode here, ſo that we may behold the 
beauty of the Lord when we enquire in his temple, 


and experience the bleſſed effects of his ſpiritual 


preſence, in the ſucceſs of thoſe goſpel ordinances 
which are adminiſtered here in his name. In this 


place may the Lord of hoſts give peace. Here may 


the bleſſed goſpel of peace long be preached in its 
purity, Here may many ſinners be brought to 
accept the terms of reconciliation which 1t pro- 
poles. Here may we for years to come meet to- 
gether in peace and love, as the loyal ſubjects of 
the Prince of Peace; and experience, in its fulleſt 
extent, that peace, that real permanent felicity, 
which he has' promiſed to all ſuch ! To con- 
clude ; let us all be concerned to maintain ſuch a 
temper and deporcment in the whole of life as 
ſhall beſt correſpond with our peculiar advantages 
under that new diſpenſation, which derives its diſ- 
tinguiſhing glory trom the preſence, mediation 
and grace of the Son of God; and, as a ſociety, 
to make ſuch evident improvements in every part 
of a Chriſtian character, and our manner of at- 
tending divine inſtitutions, in particular, as will 
reflect the greateſt honour upon our name and pro- 
© feſſion 
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feſſion as Chriſtians, and as Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
that ſo the words of the text may happily be ve- 
rified amongſt us, and the glory of this houſe 
may as be greater than of the former, 
Amen 


The ſuperior Glory 


DISCOURSE II. 


H E hint which cloſed the former diſcourſe 
ſhall be purſued in this; in which I in- 
tended, in the 
THIRD PLACE, to mention ſome things 
relating to the character of Chriſtian worſhippers, 
which conſtitute the glory of our churches, and 
the moſt important difference between one and 
another. 
It is unneceſſary to prove that they cannot de- 
rive any real excellence from any thing magnifi- 
cent and pompous in regard to externals. This 
is ſo far from being the caſe, that where the great- 
eſt outward ſplendor has appeared, the real inter- 
nal glory has ſometimes departed. This occa- 
ſioned Auguſtin to ſay, * When the church had 
« wooden chalices ſhe had golden prieſts, but 
„ when ſhe came to have golden alter ſhe 
„ had wooden prieſts.” The corruption of pure 
Chriſtianity, and the want of vital religion in the 
profeſſors of it, took place when emperors, be- 
coming Chriſtian, attemptid to unite religion to 
the ſtate, and to put the kingdom of Chriſt upon 
a footing with the kingdoms of this world ; dig- 
nifying the miniſters of it with riches and power, 
and erecting magnificent temples for them to of- 
ficiate in. A church is not compoſed of inani- 
mate materials, into whatever form they are caſt, 
(as the common uſe of the word abſurdly ſup- 
poſes) but of a number of the faithful united for 
3 wor- 
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worſhipping God. Accordingly the apoſtle ſays 
to believers, Ie are God's building; and elſewhere 
Niles them the temples of the Holy Get. So that 
the increaſing glory of a church conſiſts not in 
the improving elegance and ſplendor of the build- 
ing in which it meets, but in the moral excellence 
and beauty of the members of it. To this effect 


Jehovah himſelf ſpeaks to the Jews, when they 


had finiſhed their temple : The heaven is my throne, 
und the earth is my footflool. Where is the houſe 
that ye build unto me, and where is the place of my 
reſt? For all theſe things hath mine hand made, 
and all thoſe things have been, (or, as the LXX. 


read it, all thoſe things are mine) ſaith the Lord. 


But to this man will J look, even to him that is 
poor, and of a contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my 
Word. lia. Ixvi. 1, 2. 

A Chriſtian temple may be ſaid to increaſe in 
glory, when the following circumſtances are ob- 
ervable in it. 

1. When the number of worſhippers is in- 
creaſed. It is a pleaſure to ſee a full aſſembly 
there, or a gradually increaling one. It gives 
ſpirit to the audience as well as the preacher, and 
affords an encouraging proſpect of good being 
done ; particularly when the increaſe is not owing 
to a vain curioſity excited by the oratorical ta- 
lents of the ſpeaker, or any thing new and un- 
common in his doctrine or manner of delivering 
it; where one intereſt is not raiſed at the expence 
of another, as is often the caſe when the preacher's 


popularity only is at bottom; but when numbers 


of thoſe are brought conſtantly to attend divine 
worſhip, who had been uſed entirely, or for the 
moſt part, to neglect it; more eſpecially if they 
behave with decency, and diſcover the marks of 
attention and ſeriouſneſs. In fuch circumſtances, 
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a numerous and growing aflembly is 4 pleaſing 
fight. —But it is yet more earneſtly to be wiſhed, 
_ 2dly, That the goſpel miniſtry may be more 
ſucceſsful in bringing real converts to Chriſt, and 
making men iſe to ſalvation. This is the grand 
deſign of preaching the goſpel, and if it be not 
anſwered, it matters not that our houſes are filled 
with hearers, or that they are brought to attend 
to and admire what they hear, or even to enter- 
tain the moſt juſt apprehenſions of divine truths, 
and give them the warmeſt reception. While 
men remain ſtrangers to Chriſt, being dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, we labour in vain and ſpend 
our ſtrength for nought. But when a divine energy 
ſo attends the faithful preaching of the goſpel, 
as to promote in the minds of many, a ſerious 


concern about their everlaſting intereſts ; when 


many are pricked at the heart, and brought to cry 
out, What muſt I do to be ſaved? when convic- 
tions appear to be genuine by their being per- 
manent, and end in a thorough converſion of the 
ſoul from fin to holineſs; then Chriſtian miniſters 
and people have ſolid reaſon to rejoice ; particu- 
larly when thoſe converts are dilpoſcd to join 
themſelves as viſible members of the church of 
Chriſt. Nothing can delight the hearts of faith- 
ful miniſters more than to hear many, and more 
eſpecially many young perſons, awakened by their 
means, aſting the way to Zion with their faces 
thitherwards. Nothing can more rejoice the hearts 
of all real Chriſtians than this, nor can any thing 
add greater beauty to the churches of our Re- 
deemer. Gloricus things were indeed ſpoken of 
Zion, when it was ſaid (P.. Ixxxvii. 4.) This and 
that man was born in ber; and glorious will this 


houſe be, if the Lord ſhall count when be writeth up 


the people, with reipe&t to many a foul, this man 
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was born here. Here this and the other man and 
woman began their lives anew; were born into 
the world of grace, and became alive to God; 
began to live that holy and divine life which ſhall 
never be extinct, but be crowned with immorta- 
Iity. To have but one foul thus born here, 
would be a greater glory to this place, and your 
miniſter would think himſelf more honoured in 
being initrumental to it, than if he ſhould be the 
means of bringing hundreds of the wiſeſt and 
wealthieſt of mankind to become his zealous ad- 
_— and followers, but yet die in their ſins. 
—1 2 d 

3dly ; It contributes much to the increaſing 
glory of a chriſtian ſociety when the members of 
it viſibly improve in what is truly amiable and 
excellent. And here, ſo many particulars offer 
themſelves, as deſerving attention on this occaſion, 
that I ſhall conſider the principal of them apart 
under ſo many diſtinct heads of advice to thoſe 
profeſſing godlineſs amongſt us. 

(1.) Give me leave to recommend a growing 
care to underſtand the principles of religion, and to 
attain a ſolid and rational evidence of thoſe truths 
which you have imbibed. It is much to the diſ- 
honour of chriſtian profeſſors, and of great diſſcr- 
vice to their relivion, that ſo few of them are able 
to give a judicious anſzver to any one that enquires 
a reaſon of the hope that is in them. It is of great 
importance not only to the credit of the goſpel in 

the world, but to the uſefulneſs, the e I and 
even the holineſs of chriſtians, that their judg- 
ments be well informed concerning the evidence 
of chriſtianity in general, and the particular doc- 
trines of it. For want of which many are blorved 
about with every wind of dofirine, and become a 
ready prey to thoſe that lie in wait ts deceive. Be 
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diligent therefore, chriſtians, in reading your Bi- 
ble, and in uling every proper method to under- 
ſtand it; and pray that the good Spirit of God 
may lead you into all truth, and build you up in 
your moſt holy faith. — And permit me, on this 
occaſion, to recommend the ſtudy of your prin- 
ciples as Proteſtant Diſſenters from the church of 
England. The want of this, is the ſource of 
great bigotry in ſome, and great indifference in 
others. By either of theſe our cauſe may be in- 
jured: by both it is greatly injured in the preſent 
age. And is it any wonder that it ſhould, when 
thoſe who- profeſs to be its warmeſt friends know 
not why they are ſo? Or when thoſe who have 
been educated amongſt us, diſcern ſo little differ- 
ence between our mode of worſhip and that by 
law eſtabliſhed, as to halt between two opinions, 
and be zealouſly attached to neither. If you 
know not why you are Diſſenters, enquire. If 
upon enquiry you ſee not ſufficient reaſon to re- 
main ſuch, conform. If the enquiry ſhould 
confirm you in the grounds of your diſſent, be 
ſteadfaſt in it. Be cangid towards thoſe that differ 
(as indeed a calm enquiry will make you) but 
never be aſhamed of your principles. Let others 


know what they are, when proper occaſion offers, 


and take every prudent method to defend and pro- 
pagate them. Be tenacious of that liberty where- 
with Chriſt has made us free, and for which our 
fore fathers ſo nobly contended, even unto blood. 
But uſe not your liberty as a cloak of malicicuſneſs. 
Be thankful for a government under which you 
aue ſo many privileges, and be peaceable and 
dutiful ſubjects under it, as one means to have 
them preſerved. Remember that apoſtolic pre- 
cept, honour the king; the connection of which is 
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remarkable, as it immediately follows an exhortg- 
— . oi 2 
( 2.) Let me recommend a growing love to di- 
vine inſtitutions, and an increaſing diligence i 
attending upon them. The public ordinances of 
God's houſe- are the grand means of preſerving 
alive a ſenſe of religion in the world, and of pro- 
moting the improvement of thofe who have felt 
the power of it. It is therefore much to the diſ- 
ce of its 1 either totally to turn their 
| kr upon them, or to ſuffer any little inconve- 
nience, ariſing from the diſtance of the place, or 
the weather, or any trifling indiſpoſition, or any 
circumſtance relating to food or dreſs, frequently 
to detain them, or any part of their families, at 
home, on either part of the Lord's day. In this 
reſpect the Diſſenters have ſadly fallen off from the 
pious zeal of their anceſtors, whoſe fame is ſtill in 
the churches for their ſtrict obſervation of the Sab- 
bath, and their diligent attendance on the public 
worſhip of it. This was a circumſtance which 
contributed much to the glory of their churches, 
and it would greatly tend to recover and increaſe 
that of ours. Let us do our part towards ſo de- 
firable an end. The liberty which we enjoy for 
erecting houſes of worſhip where-ever we will, and 
aſſembling in them whenever we pleaſe, to ſerve 
God according to the dictates of our own con- 
ſciences, is ſo invaluable a privilege, ſo much ſu- 
perior to what many of our anceſtors enjoyed, 
that to be remiſs in the improvement of it, will 
diſcover great inſenſibility and ſhameful ingrati- 
tude. The ordinances of religion are ſo impor- 
tant, our opportunity for enjoying them fo preca- 
rious, and the account we are all ſoon to give of 
the manner in which we have improved them ſo 
ſolemn, that thoſe who are indifferent in attending 
N | | vpor 
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upon them, in proportion as they are fo, fin 


againſt God, injure their characters, and wrong 
their own ſouls; as well as grieve the hearts of 
their miniſters and other chriſtian friends, and 
give plain proof that they have felt but little of 
the power of godlineſs. May I not add? ſuch 

rſons contribute greatly to bring public worſhip 
into diſcredit, and to promote infidelity and athe- 
iſm in the world, eſpecially among the riſing ge- 
neration, who are of themſelves prone enough 
(without the help of ſuch examples) to be lovers of 
pleaſure more than lovers of God. Suffer, then, 


the word of exhortation, and forſake not the a 


ſembling of yourſelves together, as the manner of 
ſome (yea of many in the preſent day) is. What- 
ever others do, let it be your reſolution that you 
and yours will ſerve the Lord. Command your chil- 
dren and your whole houſhold after you, that they 
may keep his ways : Let none of them ever ſpend 
a Sabbath at home without ſome ſufficient 
cauſe. If but half that contrivance were exerciſed 
for the honour of divine worſhip, and the intereſt 
of religion in the ſoul, which the generality of us 
diſcover about our outward eaſe and convenience, 
our bodily health, and our worldly advantage, 
there are but few of our houſes (excepting where 
there is the care of infants and the ſick) that would 
require the attendance even of ſervants at home 
on either part, much leſs both parts, of the Lord's 
day. And how glorious the ſight, to behold whole 
families going to the houſe of God in. company, and 
decently preſenting themſelves before the Lord, 
whom the whole family in heaven and on earth is 

named ! | 
It is further to be wiſhed, that profeſſors of re- 
ligion would more readily embrace ſuch opportu- 
nities as offer, for the ſocial worſhip, of God on 
the 
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he week-day. How much more in character is it 
or chriſtians, when neceſſary buſineſs does not 
confine them at home, to unite together as brethren 
in the exerciſes of devotion, than to ſpend their 
time in complimental, or even friendly viſits, how 
ever commendable at other ſeaſons; and eſpecially 
in mixed aſſemblies of the gay and irreligious part 
of mankind. Surely thoſe who love as they ought 
the habitation of God's houſe, will be glad, when- 
ever providence calls upon them to go up to wor- 
ſhip there. — I muſt add here, that it would con- 
tribute much to the honour of our ſocieties and of 
religion too, if thoſe who call themſelves chriſtians 
were more generally to attend that inſtitution 
which is deſigned as the peculiar badge of a chriſ- 
tian profeſſion, the ſupper of the Lord ; which is 
alſo an eminent means of confirming and improv- 
ing the ſoul in the ways of God and religion. 
To ſee the houſe of God filled, but his table al- 
moſt deſerted; to have the majority of a congre- 
gation'withdraw when the ordinary ſervice is over, 
and ſcarcely a fourth part ſtay to ſhew forth the 
Lord's death as he has commanded all his diſci- 
oe to do, is certainly a great reproach upon our 
ocieties, and looks like a ſhameful diſreſpect to 
the Saviour's name. 

I cannot diſmiſs this head, without taking no- 
tice of one circumſtance by which our regard to 
public ordinances may be expreſſed ; and that is 
being early in our attendance upon them. It is 
not merely an impropriety, 1t is a ſhameful evil, 
that ſo few perſons make a point of being prelent 
when public worſhip begins; and that it is the, 
common practice of io many to come in when af: 
moſt one half of it is over. Not to inſiſt upen 
the indecency of ſuch a conduct in reſpe*t 19 
choſe who lead the public devotions, and the diſ- 
F turbance 
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turbance which it occaſions them and others when 
engaged in addreſſing their Maker; let me afk, 
has it not the appearance of great irreverence and 
hukewarmneſs to begin the ſolemn worſhip of the 
Almighty. in ſo abrupt a manner, or to be abſent 
from any part of it? Surely a due reſpect to the 
Majeſty of heaven, and a warm delight in his ſer- 
vice, would diſpoſe perſons to ſecure a few mo- 
ments in his houſe, to recolle& themſelves and 
compoſe their minds, before they addreſs his aw- 
ful throne, that they may not be chargeable with 
ruſhing into his preſence as the horſe ruſbeth into the 
battle, nor offer the ferries of fools. The prayer 
with which our worſhip generally begins, in which 
we implore the divine affiſtance and bleſſing, and 
the reading of the holy ſcriptures, which follows 
it, have an happy tendency to prepare the heart 
for the other ſervices of God's houſe; and thoſe 
who wilfully and frequently abſent themſelves 
from either, have reaſon to fear leſt God ſhould 
be fo offended with their irreverence and indevo- 
tion as to leave them to themſelves, and refuſe to 
accept their broken offerings. ' Beſides, it is fo 
lovely a fight, to behold an whole aſſembly regu- 
hrly ſeated before divine ſervice is begun, and all 
with one conſent riſe up to addreſs their common 
parent, that I am perſuaded if the neglect of it 
were not ſo common it would not be endured. 
And thoſe who have habituated themſelves to an 
early attendance, have experienced the pleaſure 
and benefit of it to be ſuch, as to be under no 
temptation to remiſſneſs. Such perſons not only 
feel an inward uneaſineſs, but diſcover the marks of 
ſname and confuſion if at any time they are un- 
deſignedly too late. And give me leave to ſay, 
few people need be often too late, unleſs they de- 
ſign to be ſo. Where the time for A - 
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fixed and exactly obſerved, and where the ſervice 
is ſo ſhort, as it now uſually is, none can have 
in ordinary, the leaſt ſhadow of an excuſe. The 
conduct of thoſe who frequent places of public 
diverſion, who often wait an hour or two bebte 
the entertainment (of three or four hours) be- 
ins, is a ſevere reproof upon many of God's wor- 
faber in the preſent day. Let us of this aſ- 
ſembly do what we can to wipe off the reproach. 
— Another head of advice which I beg leave to 
recommend with the ſame view. 1s, 
*(4:) Be more careful with reſpe& to the manner 
in which the ſeveral parts of public ſervice are 
performed, 3 N 
To begin with the hearing of the word preached. 
Remember our Lord's exhortation, Take heed bow 
ye bear. That you, may molt effectually comply 
with it, let me intreat your ſerious and candid 
attention to the following brief hints of advice. 
Hear the word with minds duly N like 
goed ground, to receive the good ſeed; with 


" 
*. 


earts open to conviction, truly defirous to know 
the truth, and to obey it. — Hear with a ferious 
reverent attention, remembering the greatneſs of 
that Being, who is to be conſidered as ſpeaking 
whenſoever his truths are preached, and the 
intereſt you have in them, for they are your liſe.— 
Hear with candour, meekneſs and humility, as 
well as with caution. This well becomes thoſe 
who attend the miniſtry of fallible men, and who 
alſo know themſelves to be ſuch. Let every man be 
ſwift to bear; flaw to ſpeak, flow do wrath ;, for 
the wrath of man worketh not the righteouſneſs of 
God. — Attend more to the things that are 
; puny than to the perſons that deliver them. 

et not one . ſay, I am of Paul, or another / am 
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of Apollos, as if Chriſt were divided. Lay aſide 
all undue prejudice either againſt or in favour of 
the miniſters you hear. Let every man ſo account 
of us as the ſervants, and only ſervants of Jeſus 
Chriſt. — Guard againſt a vain curioſity, which 
might lead you to ſeek ſomething new rather than 
ſomething uſeful, and thus to reſemble the Atbe- 
nians, of whom it is ſaid, that they /pent their 
time in hearing or telling ſome new thing. The 
more effectually to E the evil conſequences 
of this pernicious di . be conſtant in attend- 
ing thoſe miniſters whom you can the moſt conve- 
intently hear, and whoſe preaching has been the 
means of doing you the greateſt good. There 
are many hearers in the preſent day, of the ſame 
ſtamp with thoſe whom the apoſtle deſcribes as 
heaping up to themſelves teachers, having 'itchin 
ears. If you would be ftedfaſt in the faith, and 
become judicious, uſeful Chriſtians, ſuffer not 
yourſelves to be of this number, to rove from 
place to place, nor to be led away from your own 
paſtors by thoſe who cry up this and the other 
rſon as an extraordinary preacher. © To ſcatter 
Chriſt's flock is one of Satar's. devices to deſtroy 
the ſheep. To hear divine truths in their connexion 
(which roving hearers cannot do) is of great mo- 
ment in order to the right underſtanding and the 
proper improvement of them, — Further ; hear 
principally with a view to your real and eternal 
advantage, and let every thing elſe be ſubſervient 
to that end. Be nat ſo much concerned to be 
pleaſed as to be improved; to have the imagina- 
tion delighted, or the paſſions raiſed, as to have 
the judgment informed, and the heart and life 
made better. To this end, readily ſubmit to 
correction and reproof, Be willing to be _ 
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dealt with ; and love faithfulneſs in your miniſters 
more than flattery.— Be ready to hear all the 
ſeveral ſubjects of preaching diſcourſed upon in 
their turn. Expect and deſire to hear your du 
as well as your privilege, and prefer what has an 
immediate relation to practice, to matters of 
doubtful diſputation, which engender ſtrife. Do not 
„ that your miniſters ſhould always expreſs 
juſt your own views of ſome controverted matters, 
nor be offended if they do not; but allow them 
the ſame liberty of thinking for themſelves which 
you claim and exerciſe. — Conſent that the caſes 
and characters of other hearers ſhould be attended 
to as well as your own, and be willing that others 
ſhould ſometimes be pleaſed as well as yourſelves. 
To conclude this head; always hear the word 
with a due dependance upon, and earneſt ſuppli- 
cations for, that grace which 1s able to command 
ſucceſs, and without which Paul may plant, and 
Apollos water in vain. 

But do not conceive of the hearing of the word 
as the only, or the moſt important part of divine 
worſhip. Properly ſpeaking, it is not worſhip at 
all. Permit me to recommend an increaſing 
attention to what is ſo: viz. Praying to and 
praiſing God; and the rather, as there is ſcarcely 
any thing more culpable in Diſſenters, or that is 
made uſe of more to their diſadvantage, than their 
neglect here. There are few perſons, eſpecially 
ſtrangers, but muſt have obſerved in our places of 
worſhip, that when the miniſter has been addreſſin 
God in the name, and as the mouth of the people, 
great part of them diſcover not the ſmalleſt fign 
that they are joining in the ſolemn ſervice ; but 
by their vacant countenances and trifling poſtures, 
ſeem as if they had no intereſt in what is doing. 


And 
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And among . thoſe who appear to be attentive; 
many ſeem. rather to be hearing the miniſter pray 
than praying themſelves. This is a dreadful 
evil, and ſuch as every friend to religion and the 
diſſenting intereſt would wifh to cure. Perhaps it 
might be of ſervice in this view, if the poſture of 
kneeling (which moſt of us uſe in our family worſhip) 
were to be more common in hc prayer. Ir 
would certainly have a more decent appearance, 
and would ſo far tend to promote devotion, as it 
would prevent the influence of external objects on 
the ſenſes, which cauſe the thoughts to wander; 
and would afford fuch a. relief to the body as 
the length of our prayers often requires. But 
perhaps, the very mode of prayer which we adopt, 
(how much ſoever extemporary prayer may have 
the advantage af a liturgy por the whole) requires 
greater care to guard the ſenſes, to keep the 
thoughts fixed, and to offer up the public petitions 
to God as our own, than a ſtated form does, in 
which the people are required to bear a: vocal 
part. It behoves us, my brethren; to take great 
care that our good be nat evi! of, and: that 
a method of devotion which, on the whole, we 


judge the moſt ſcriptural and edifying, be not 


brought into diſrepute by our abuſe of it, nor 
made an hindrance inſtead of an help to devotion. 


As we who lead your devations ought, for this 


reaſon, to take all poſſible care af the prayers we 
utter, you are obliged to take equal care in joining 
with us. Remember that in prayer, your buſinets 
is not to hear but to pray. Attend then, with the 
utmoſt ſeriouſneſs, to every petition; thankſ- 
giving, &c. that is uttered, and be not fatisfied 
with merely underſtanding or approving them; 
but make them your own, and addreſs them to 
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the throne of grace as the language of your own 
hearts. Unleſs you do this, you are chargeable 
with a ſolemn mockery of God. And while thoſe 

prayers of other perſons, which you may be ready 
to deſpiſe becauſe repeated from a form, (if ' 9 
ſented with the true ſpirit of prayer) will rife as 
ſweet incenſe to heaven, yours will be the prayers 
of the hypocrite which the Lord abhors. God's 
houſe is called an houſe of prayer. It when we are 
aſſembled in it, we do not pray; whether we 
.content ourſelves with reading forms of prayer, 
or ſink into formality without them, he will not 
own it as his houſe, nor us as his people. Let 
us then, take heed that we cultivate more of the 
ſpirit and grace of prayer; and {eek in a greater 
degree. that /pirit of grace and ſupplication which 
is promiſed as one of the peculiar bleſſings of the 
new covenant. 

There is another part of public ſervice which i is 
too important to be wholly omitted here, and that 
is, Singing the divine praiſes. The devotional 
part of this ſervice does indeed demand our 
Principal regard; and this, let it be remembered, 

ſtands on the ſame footing with that of prayer, 
being a ſolemn addreſs to the divine Majeſty, 
with whom the leaſt appearance of trifling is 
dreadful preſumption. We ought alwa * to ing 
as well as pray with the underſtanding and with the 
ſpirit of devotion ; with grace in our heart# to the 
Lord. But the external part of this branch of 
worſhip is by no means unworthy a Chriſtian's 
notice, but on the contrary is of great importance, 
on account of its influence on the devotion of 

a ſociety, which cannot be very ſteady and intenſe, 
when the generality of worſhippers have ſo little 
acquaintance with the art of plalmody as to be 
C perpetually 
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perpetually offending the ear with the moft dif- 
cordant ſounds, and ſeem ſcarcely able to carry on - 
the tune, Whereas ſinging of pſalms, when per- 
formed in a graceful melodious manner, adds 
a beauty to the worſhip of the ſanctuary, and is 
capable of an happy effect upon thoſe affections 
which God has wilely implanted in our natures, 
and Yhus of aſſiſting and improving our devotion. 
The negle&t of this art in a part of the world 
where almoſt every other 1s thought eſſential to 
a good education, is a great reflection upon our 
taite as well as our piety; and it would tend 


to rce.trieve the honour of our ſocieties in both 


theſe views to bring about a ſpeedy reformation. 
I ſubmit it to the leading members of this church, 


whether ſome expedient might not be found, and 


ought not to be uſed, in order thus to advance 
the honour, the pleaſure and benefit of God's 
worſhip in this place. —— Another thing which 
will contribute to your increaſing glory is, 
(4.) A conſtant increaſe in chriſtian benevolence 
and love. Brotherly love is a grace in itſelf ſoamiable, 
and productive of ſuch bleſſed effects, that a greater 
ſtreſs is laid upon this in the writings of the New 
Teſtament than almoſt any other; and this is 
peculiarly recommended by the example and the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. It is this that 
moſt of all transforms the ſoul into a divine 
likeneſs. God is love, and he that dwelleth in love 
dwelleth in God, and God in bim. This our 
Saviour repreſents as his new commandment. This 
he makes a diſcriminating character of his true 
diſciples. Let us ſhew to ail men that we 
are his diſciples by our love one to another. Let us 
love not in word cr in tongue, but in deed and in 
zrgth. As members of the ſame chriſtian * 
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let us be kindly affeFioned one towards another, in 
honour preferring one another, and doing all in our 
power to ſerve each other's intereſt, —Let us be 
more zealous in promoting our common cauſe and 
the intereſt of Chriſt amongſt us; employing our 
counſel, our authority, our prayers, our example, 
and our ſubſtance alſo; advance the cauſe of 
our dear Redeemer, and the Nouriſhing eſtate of 
this his church ; nor think any labour or any ex- 
pence, of which we are capable, too great to ſub- 
ſerve ſo glorious an end. Let us particularly 
ſtudy the things that make for peace, as thoſe by 
which, more eſpecially, one may edify another. — 
But let us not confine our regards to ourſelves, 
or our own party : let our benevolence extend it- 
ſelf not only to all the denominations of Proteſ- 
tant Diſſenters, and whatever concerns their com- 
mon intereſt, but alſo to our brethren of the 
church of England, and whatever reſpects the in- 
tereſt of religion at large. Let us love all them 
who love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, of what- 
ever name, knowing that we are all one in him. 
Let all bigotry and uncharitableneſs ceaſe from 
amongſt us. Let us learn to put the ſame can- 
did conſtruction on the ſentiments and practices 
of thoſe that differ from us, which we would wiſh 
them to put on ours. Let us ſhew to our ene- 
mies that we are willing to live peaceably with all 
men ; that we ſeek not our own things, but the 
things which are Jeſus Chriſt's. — Once more, 
(5.) As ever we wiſh to increaſe the glory of 
our churches, let us ſee to it that we be not con- 
formed to the world, in the vain and ſinful cuſ- | 
toms of it, but labour after greater degrees of | 
ſimplicity, ſpirituality and heavenly-mindedneſs. 
It is much to be lamented, that in this "Owe 
C 2 the 
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the Diſſenters have ſo ſadly degenerated from 
what they were in the laſt age. An uninterrupted 
ſeries of liberty and proſperity has had a far worſe 
effect upon them than the ſevereſt perſecutions 
ever had. Time was, when profeſſing Chriſtians 
among us might generally be diſtinguiſhed from 
their neighbours by a ſacred indifference to the 
riches, the honours, and the pleaſures of the pre- 
ſent life. But alas! is there not reaſon now to 


aſk, What do ye more than others? Do we not 


ſeem as eager after the world as other men ? as 
ſtrongly attached to the profits and honours of it, 
and as fully bent upon its pleaſures? Places of 
public diverſion (into which our anceſtors would 
have been ſhocked at the thought of entering) too 
commonly engage large portions of that wealth, 
and (what is far more valuable) that ime, which 
ought to be employed about things of public uti- 
lity, if not devoted to the intereſt of our families. 
And often I fear the vain unſeaſonable amuſe- 
ments of the age, private as well as public, rob 
God of his due, by breaking in upon the devo- 
tions of the family and the cloſet, if not of the 
church. How much ſoever we may have ingra- 
tiated ourſelves with the men of the world by this 
our great complaiſance, and improved their opi- 
nion of us, it is really to our reproach. Let us, 
my friends, lament it, if in any inſtances we have 
caught the deadly infection, and let us do our 
utmoſt to ſtop the. growing evil, and recover the 
honour we have forfeited. Let us never be a- 
ſhamed to diſtinguiſh ourſelves in the cauſe of 


God and religion. In ſuch a cauſe it is noble to 


be ſingular, and they are cowards that dare not 
be ſo. Let us remember the obligations we are 
under as the diſciples of Chriſt, and as diſſenters 
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from a national church, to come out from among the 
carnal part of mankind, and be ſeparate, and to 
keep ourſelves unſpotted from the world; to be- 
have as ſtrangers and pilgrims here on earth, who 
profeſs to be ſecking another and better country, 
even an heavenly. Let us not be four or moroſe; 
let us not affect ſingularity in matters of indif- 
ference; but let our temper be chearful, and our 
converſation eaſy. Let us ever be ready to ob- 
lige where we can with a good conſcience; and 
where we cannot, let us take care not to offend. 
Let us always ſhew, that when we differ from 
the world, it is not from caprice, but principle, 
and do our part that the difference may be leſ- 
ſened, by bringing the world nearer to us. In a 
word, let our general language, diſpoſition and 
behaviour be ſo irreproachable, amiable and en- 
gaging, and the whole of it diſcover ſo much of 
the wiſdom of the ſerpent, and the innocence of the 
dove, that it may ſtop the mouth of ſlander, and 
make our enemies at peace with us. Let our 
lights ſo ſhine before men, that thiy beholding our 
good works may glorify our Father ho is in heaven. 
Theſe fruits of the Spirit appearing in our lives, 
will add the greateſt luſtre to our characters, and 
will be aſſuredly found to our praiſe, and honour, 
and glory now, as well as at the appearing of Je- 

ſus Chriſt. | | 
To cloſe the whole; Let us lament the ſad de- 
clenſions viſible in our churches, and mourn to 
think that with regard to the preceding: particu- 
lars, our temple is ſo much inferior to what it 
once was; that the glory has in ſo great a mea- 
ſure departed. Let us be thankful that it is not 
quite withdrawn. And let it be our frequent, 
fervent prayer, and at the ſame time the _ 
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of our molt diligent endeavours, in the uſe of all 
proper means, and in an humble dependance on 
the grace of God's Spirit, that the glory which is 
loſt may be reſtored. That God may yet revive 
the cauſe of primitive Chriſtianity among his Bri- 
tiſh churches. Let thy work, O Lord, appear unto 
thy ſervants, and thy glory unto their children ! 

Particularly, let us uſe our endeavours and our 
prayers, that in the ſeveral reſpects now men- 
tioned, the glery of this houſe may be increaſed 
ſo that, tho? it is ſcarcely to be expected it ſhould 
ever equal, much lets exceed, what it once was, 
when thoſe burning and ſhining lights * were fixed 
in it which have long been extinguiſhed, and 
whoſe works ſtill praiſe them; yet that (to allude 
to Ezra iii. 12.) thole few ancient men that are 
left among us, who ſaw it in its firſt glory, may 
no be conſtrained to weep on the remembrance 
of it. 

And let us contemplate with pleaſure that de- 
lightful proſpect which the promiſes of God open 
to our view, and pray, as well as hope, for the 
accompliſhment of them, reſpecting the latter 

lory of our Redeemer's kingdom on earth, when 
1 — and Gentiles ſhall flock in unto it; with 
reſpect to which future period, thoſe words (J. 
Ix. 1.) may be applied to the church with greater 
propriety than they ever could in any former one, 
Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is come, and the glory of 
the Lord is riſen upon thee. In the hope of that 
event, let us adopt the words of the ſame prophet 
in our prayers, and ſay, For Zion's ſake I ill not 
Bold my peace, until the righteouſneſs thereof go forth 


* Particularly Dr. Bates and Mr. Matthew Henry, in whoſe. 


time the diviſion in the congregation of Diſſenters at Hackney 
had not taken place. 
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as brightneſs, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp 
that buryeth , and till the Gentiles ſhall ſee thy 
8 and all kings thy glory. 

Finally, let us think with joy of that temple 
above which God has prepared for all his humble 
worſhippers here, where every thing that contri- 
butes to their honour and felicity now, ſhall be 
enjoyed in its utmoſt perfection. God grant, that 
having dwelt all our days in his houſe below, we 
may all at laſt have a place in that houſe not made 
with hands eternal in the heavens, in which God 
eminently dwells with men; and with reſpect to 
which thoſe words may be applied to every real 
Chriſtian, The Lord ſhall be unto thee an everlaſting 
light, and thy GOD Tuy GLORY, Amen! 


THE END. 
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